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HOME GASOLINE BLAST BURNS TWO

Survey Made for C. of C. 
Reveals 20 to 40 Per 

cent Cuts

MANY SMALL DWELLINGS

85 Percent of Vacant Dwell 
ings of 2 and 3 Room 

Variety

  A survey of present housing c 
dltions prepared by Torrance n 
tors at the request of the directors 
of the Chamber of. Commerce re 
vealed the following facts:

1 There are approximately 
125 vacant houses, apartment* 
and flats in Torrance today.

2—This constitutes only about 
10 percent of the available 
dwellings in the city. '

3 There i> a persistent de- 

room dwellings.
4 Of the 125 vacant dwell 

ings 85 percent are two-room 
and three-room house*, flat*

5 Rents have been lowered
from 20 to 40 percent during
the past year.
The survey was made to ascer 

tain housing facilities for em 
ployes of the Torrance Glass Fac 
tory, which will start production 
in a few weelts. It reveals the fact 
that Torrance needs no more apart 
ment houses, courts, flats, and no 
more two-room and three-room 
houses, but that four-room and 
five-room dwellings to bo rented 
reasonably are in great demand.

Loca4 realtors i-eport numerous 
requests every day for larger 
houses.

Only White House 
"Child" Freshman

There 8 only one "White 
House child" now. Mr. and 
Mrs. Coolidge have one living 
run. John. He in 18, and a 
inhuman at Amlierst Collcgi-.

Mrs. U. V. Crimm^ngs, district 
assistant marshal, with several of 
ficers and members of tho local 
camp of the Itoyal Neighbors of 
Alnt-ricu. will altini! the all-day 
and evening district im-riiiin ot the 
order ul Santa Ana >,n Tuesday. 
April ill. The BI-HMJIJII Hill include.

Illtjl llf

ctlo

Legion Seeks Five Millions
For Orphans of Veterans

Local Members Hear Details
of Plan from County

Commander

QUOTA HERE IS $1,000

California Ready to Do Her
Share Says Stat£ 

Chief

Legionnaires and members or me 
.efdon Auxiliary Tuesday night 
eard County Commander \V. A. 
noast of Los Angeles explain the 
etails of the $5,000,000 fund which 

tho Legion i» raising as an endow 
ent fund for orphans of former

nen.
Several states have already 

pledged their quotas, und the cam 
paign has just started in Cali-

Thc quota for this district, which 
ncludes Torrance and Lomita, is 
ipproxlmately $1000.

NEW DRESS
Choker Reaches to Hem in

This New Creation
of White Satin

CALIFORNIA READY
SAN FRANCISCO, April 17.  

"California is ready to hear th 
appeal of the American Legion fo 
two classes of sufferers of, th, 
\VorJd War the disabled men am 
the orphans of fallen veterans," de 
clared Nathan T'\ Coombs, com 
mander of tho California depart 
msnt of the Legion.

The American Legion campaigi 
for a $5,000,000 endowment fun< 
for rehabilitation and child welfare 
which has been going on in sev 
eral states, is now under way ii 
California. It will culminate il 

intensive drive probably abou 
tho last of May.

"The American Legion wants th, 
American public to have the oppor 
tunity of helping the Legion help 
the disabled veterans and the chil 

n of men who gave up thel 
lives as a result of their service 
to the country," Commai 
Coombs said. "Rehabilitation and 

ild welfare are tho two greatest 
st-war problems. They are so 
isely related that they are almost 
e. What disabled father has not 
iked down upon the faces of de- 
ndent children with terror lest 
ey suffer the pangs of prlva 
lich his restoration to hei 
>no can prevent? Does not his 
sntnl anguish over the fate of 
tie children erect a material bar 

his own reconstruction? 
35,000 War Orphans 

'There are 35,000 war orphans, 
d many times more Hick, ailing 
d disabled ex-service men whose 
es the war blighted. The Amer- 
in Leijion has assumed tho ob 

ligation of seeing that these two

full measure of justice, but we 
ed the public's UHSlxtunce to the

limit.
Everywhere* the endowment 
vement has spreuc! it- has mot 
.h a Hearty reception. I know

it will meet with the same, re- 
ise in California." 
resident Coolldge is chairman of

the national honorary committee 
tho endowment fund and all 

mbers of his cabinet have en- 
sed it. Leading men and women 
the country in all lines of en 
voi- are members of the na- 
uil endowment fund committee, 
ilreudy the work of organizing 
te and local endowment fund 
imlttecs has been begun. These 
imittees will contain the names 
prominent citizens and members 
the Legion und Legion Auxil- 

\\ Commander Coombs said.

ATTEND STATE MEETING

Hur Re Ml- rge
.on und Mrs. Kay Parks reprr- 
d the Torranee Women's (Mill

m Helen Heevi drove the. Tor- 
i delegates leaving

Tin

LEGION AUXILIARY
American Legion Auxili; 

leet at the home of Mrs. K
Young at 1007 Cota uvel 

lewlu,)- nisht, April yi.

\ What Do You Know About This?
I/E take pleasure in commending to our reader* th* article 
' on "The History of th* Rancho Ban Pedro" by C. C. Baker, 

.jhich appear* on another page of thi* i**ut. Th* article deal* 
' entertainingly with the interesting hiatory of the great rancho 
< on part of which thi* city i* now tituated from the date of the 
| landing of th* fir*t whit* man to th* parceling out of th* great 

rancho by court decision.
Mr. Dakar, a r*.id*nt of Torranc* and author of th* articl*, 

ii a momber of the American Historical Aiiooiation, a fellow of 
th* American Geographical Society and th* Royal Geographical 
Society, and a director of th* Historical Society of Southern 
California.

W* believo that all reiidenti of thi* district will enjoy the 
article by Mr. Bakgr. Editor.

This dinner dress of white- 
crepe satin is beaded in green, 
rose pink, crystal and pearl. 
The narrow choker lias long 
ends which touch the hem in 
back. The skirt is finished by   
fringe of f?reen beads.

Oilers to Meet 
Bluebird Nine 
Here on Sunday

Eddie Copeland's Crew Is In
For a Warm

Tussle

Eddie Copeland and his C.-C. M. 
outfit have never had a white- 

ishing administered to them since 
the organization of tho club, but 
they stand %ji chance of getting a 
godd cleaning next Sunday when 
they tackle Bill Uoodman's Blue 
Bird Luundrymeil on the local dla- 

id. Goodman Is an old pro 
fessional hull player and has gath- 

I around him u bunch of seml- 
< that make, a combination hard 

to lieat und will undoubtedly give 
Oilers u hard run for their 

money in Sunday's game. 
Copeland's pastime rs have

 merged on the long end of the
 corn 111 their past two encounters 
in' will KO In determined to make 

t three straight, so the. fulls, as 
i.'iiiul, are assured nf seeing a first- 
lass i-vhlliltlon.
Tin* game will start promptly 

t :':30.

* TORRANCE NOTES

Mr. and M i H. J. ! '. SU.-lli.-r und 
liuliy, tif HeiiiHitlii, wnt! Sunday 

lei iMicnts ul Hey. und Mrs. 
K. A. Zeller.

Mis. Mary Peer has returned to 
sr homo, after xpenrtlng two weeks 
Ith Rev. und Mrs. George Strait 

at Kresno.

Mm. N. A. Leuku and, son Kuy- 
riontl have returned to their homo
HI Mureelimi avenue, after u Ihree- 
. eeks KUS wllli it-lallM-a in Kn-Hlin.

Mr. mid Mm. W. \V WiMidtiiitton 
Mended Hi, silver weiltlliig «nnl- 
ci-Kury "I Mr. .iii'l Mrs. lU-oiKf 
-lilt: of Scicnlli all eel, LoilK Heueh, 
11 Wednesday evening.

Shavetails How They Were Regarded During the
War Wherein an Ex-Sergeant Evens Up an

Old Score Old Hats and Pants

By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY
column asked me today to 

"shavetail" used In this
A CHARMING woman reader of thi 

explain the meaning of the ter 
department last Tuesday.

I detailed to her as best I could the general significance of the 
word, but now that she has gone I think of many other things 
that I should have told her.

So, for fear that there may be others who are unacquainted 
with this particular sample of army nomenclature, I hasten to 
enlighten them.

*K * * *
A SHAVETAIL, ladies and gentlemen, was the lowe«J form of 

commissioned officer in Uncle Sam's army. He was higher In 
rank than a sergeant or even a regimental sergeant major, but 
much lower In the eyes of the balance of the army. He was a 
second lieutenant.

A shavetail was the butt of all the jokes of "barrack- room and 
trench. His superior officers respected him little and the en-

All shavetails were not bad fellows   but then, they were shave 
tails. After all a shavetail Is a shavetail, you know.

* *- * *
TJUNDREDS of shavetails were turned out ofHJncle Sam's officcr- 

factories in 90 days and then turned loose to fend for them 
selves In the unsympathetic ranks of the army. They wore Sam 
Brown belts just like regular officers and had little gold bars on 
their shoulders, one bar for each shoulder.

Enlisted men were supposed to salute shavetails   and did, 
whenever they couldn't pretend that they didn't see them. But 
every time an enlisted man gave a shavetail a highball with his 
right arm, the fingers on his left hand were crossed.

It. was against the unwritten law of enlisted men for anyone 
to salute a shavetail without mental reservations.

*K -K -X -K
OHAVETAILS in the infantry were In command of a platoon. 
° That meant that they had to lead the platoon in action   and 
get killed. When a shavetail was 'killed or wounded a sergeant 
used to take command of the platoon, so that proves how rela 
tively unimportant a shavetail wturto the platoon or the army. 

There were lots of shavetails. They were abundant, plentiful. 
Everywhere you went you'd see droves of them. Maybe It was 
the alarmingly large numbers of shavetails that prompted the 
general staff to place them at the heads of platoons where they 
would be rapidly exterminated, one by one.

* * * * 
OHAVETAILS In the army were sometimes men who had been

ribbon counter clerks during the piping dayl of peace. Others, 
even more masculine, had been floor- walkers. Sometimes, perhaps, 
they were personally excellent chaps, but even their Individual 
worthiness was blighted by the fact that they were just   shavetails.

Nobody loved shavetails. Aid only a few of us felt sorry for 
them. Many who were shavetails during the war deny It now.

A shavetail was two degrees less Important than a lance- jack, 
who was a corporal pro tern.

A shavetail was deep below th 
all the army. Nobody ever made f 
generals   envied them.

You see. a shavetail was a se
* * * -K 

T HAVE to laugh every time I think about shavetails. I h
laugh because when I was sergeant I used to have to 

shavetails, and I always swore I would get even after the war.
I never minded saluting first louies or captains and really 

enjoyed saluting a hard-boiled old colonel, but I always felt 
awkward bringing my right arm up for a shavetail. It didn't 
seem right.

*K * * *
"NTEVER In the world will I forget that day in early November 

when our dlvisl3n received a new batch of shavetails to re 
place those that had, In army parlance, been bumped off.

Our division had beei. In the lines most of the time for almost 
a year   Verdun, Belleau Woods, Vaux, Solssons and Villiers-Cot- 
terets, St. Mihlel. Blanc Mont and the Argonne. The men, day 
after day and night after night In tho lines, were unkempt, 
covered with mud and unshaven.

* * * * 
rpHE shavetails bad been In the training camps back in the states

and had tho training camp idea of what a soldier's appearance 
should be. Three new tailor-made shavetails were assigned to our 
outfit. One of them looked over his section and called the men 
together, whereupon he delivered them a nice little, albeit stern, 
lecture on the necessity of trig personal appearance of a soldier.

Somebody a few feet away from this dapper little shavetail 
then shouted "All together, boys!"

And the chorus echoed over against the hills thai flank the
rk, cold Meuse: .

buck private, in the ey 
of a buck. Everybody

lieute

salute

"Razzberry ! " 
Only It wasn't shouted.razzberry" that we

*K * -K *
rTHIS shavetail didn't last very long, because one night when the 

outfit was up near the front an old cavalry sergeant called him 
aside and told him In no uncertain terms to "beat it over the 
hill." This sergeant had a way of making a listener, even a 
shavetail, understand what he meant when he said something, and 
that shavetail went off into the night. Our outfit never saw him 
ugaln.

*** »<

SOME of the boys knew that I wus a newspaper man before the 
war and had hopes of being one after the war. They implored 

me to write something after the war about shavetails.
It is done. And may the thanks of the entire A. E. F., with, the 

exception of tho shavetails, descend upon me 
And those of you who read this and w 

the war  keep It dark.
* * * *

PRESIDENT COOLIDGE had hla old hat reblocked for Easte 
* Which proves him a mar after most male hearts.

Observation extending over a number of years have eon 
(Contlnued on Last Page) >
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Wives of Cops Reduce Size
of Torrance Police Force

BOW-WOWS
Hindenburg (With Cane) and

Dog; Hindy's Running
For Presidency

Extortion Charges Are Lodged
Against MacPherson Brothers

Q. W. MacPherson and his broth- , Sentinel Oil Company truck drl 
Lee, arrested here lust Friday Chief Louin Patterson und Offl 

under dramatic circumstances In 
lection with an asserted Install- 
t plan extortion plot, were of- 
lly charged with extortion in 
runts Issued by the district ut- 
ey's ufflcH venterduy. Tho hi-ur-

1'hllllps and Knoll will be matcri 
witnesses for the prosecution a 
will testify that they marked t 
money which G. W. Mucl'luirson 
alleged to IIUVB tak<>n tram Mu 
Mlllur. under uiwerti'd threats

(hi' Iv chetl-

U. A. MucMIIlun

W.

Little chance of being elected Is 
conceded to Field Marshal von 
Hindenburg, who Is being backed 
by the national conservative bour 
geois bloc (monarchist) In the sec 
ond German presidential campaign. 
This Is the latest photo of the gen 
eral, showing him with his favorite 
dog.

Local Singers 
in Eisteddfod 

at Inglewood
High School Glee Clubs Wa 

tered in District 
Contests

The Boys' and Girls' Glee Clubs 
of the Torrance high school will 
enter tho Bay Cities District Eis 
teddfod, to bo held at Inglewood 
April 80 and May 1 and 2. Their 
entrance fee of $6 was appropri 
ated Tuesday by the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce directors.

Mrs. Mary Llngenfelter Thomp-

A bulletin signed by Emma M. 
Bartlett, chairman ' of the Bay 
Cities Eisteddfod, reads In part 
as follows:

"An Eisteddfod is a 'sitting In.' 
Tim name had its origin among 
tho Welsh years ago, when the 
people assembled for tho annual 
contests which furnished their edu 
cation and were the only medium 
for preserving the country's tra 
ditions. In 1925. following the lead 
of Venturu county in 1H24. we have 
revived this well-loved custom, be 
lieving that II ran be made, as

citle
mining the hlllH of Wales. 

'Thin IH our flint .organization. 
We have Introduced many new di- 

islonu, with room lor our church

lubs und their 'stunts,' school 
groups, dancing, und all munnur of 
Individual competitions. Many re-
 Islons will be effected as the
imrment grows year by year." 
Prizes will bo awarded winners

if the various contests.

C. of C. Finances
Mothers' Centers

Old Traditions Upset and
Mrs. Stroh and Mrs.

Phillips Diet

BILL AND JOHN HUNGRY

Ladies Lose Weight as De 
sired But So Do Their 

Hubbies

epted standards 
cops at be

One of tho 
police policy is that 
large and husky.

Wherefore it follows that police 
men, being generous of proportion, 
possess hearty appetites.

Taken by ami-large policemen us 
a class may be said to constitute 
the most ravenous set of chow-

nds in till They oat
plenty.

The eternal jokes auout Bridget 
the cook entertaining cops in' thp 
kitchen are based on the scientific 
fact that the way to a man's, 
especially a. policeman's, heart IK 
via his stomach.

It stands to reason -that cops 
marry good cooks women who can 
attack a stack of raw food and by 
tho alchemy of their culinary sci-

dlnner of ample servings.
And it also stands to reason that 

when wives of cops prepare gen 
erous dinners for their hubbies, 
they themselves follow the example

lot of food. And that is why 
Wives of policemen are, usually

While Wringing Gas- 
Cleaned Drapes

TWO CHILDREN UNHURT

Spark in Washing Machine
Motor Ignites Petrol

from Curtains

Mr. und Mrs. George R. Stead- 
man were severely burned Wednes 
day rooming by a gasoline ex 
plosion In tho screen porch of their 
home at 819 Cota avenue.

Spring cleaning was in progress'
it tho Steadn nd Mr

able

Fashion 
irrange-and disrupts the whole an 

ment. Dame Fashion issues her 
command that ample proportions 
may be all to the mustard for 
cops, but that large waistlines for 
women, including policemen's wives, 
are the bunk. 

So pollcemea's wives upset tra-
and begindition

It Is
definite conclusion of a lonj
Ing tradition of buxom wl
big meals for cops that thli
Is written.

duce. And 
itabllsh the

On thi 
Officers

Torrance polic
Bill Phillips aJid John

Stroh. And dedicated to the task 
of being their respective wives are 
Mrs. Lottie Phillips and Mrs. Mollie 
Stroh. Bill and John, In accord 
ance with tho generally accepted 
tradition of cops, are heavy lood 
consumers. And Mrs. Phllllp.s and 
Mrs. Stroh, in accordance with 
time-honored custom, are good 
cooks and fairly good eaters thcm-

Everything was lovely, according 
to Bill and John, until this Dame 
Fashion person stepped in and said 
that women of generous proportions 
should reduce.

Hence tho formation of the Tor-

Mr
e Reductlo 
Phillips,

i Club, founded by 
eight 220, ami Mrs.

eight 246.
a rule ,of tho club that

members hike rnlng and eve
ning, jump tTie. rope, and diet. 
Which Is what Mrs. Phillips and 
Mrs. Stroh are doing.

Results as announced by Rill 
and John:

1 Wives have lost ten 
pounds each.

2 The meals at home, they 
ain't what they used to be. 

> 3—Bill and John also losing 
weight through lack of their 
usual amount of sustaining 
victuals. 

Statement by Hill and John:
1 Reducing, unlike charity, 

should not begin at home.
2 It ain't right.
3 When do we cat?

.Steadman was helping Mrs. Stead- 
man put through the washing nin- 
cliine, wringer a silk comfort :md 
drapes which they had cleaned in 
gasoline, when a spark from the 
motor of the washer exploded the 
gasoline.

Two-Year-Old Unhurt 
Virginia, the 2-year-old daughter, 

had just gone from the porch out 
into the back yard, thereby escap 
ing injury.

Gladys, an older daughter, was 
in the living room when tho ex 
plosion occurred.

Tho flame leaped through tr 
kitchen, reaching tho dining roorr. 
The blast shook the whole house- 

Mrs. Steadman was burned on
both lo limbs

nd head.
the face, 

when the
blazo Ignited her clothes.

Mr. Steadman was burned on the 
face, arms, neck and head. The 
burns were of the second and third 
degrees.

Mr. Steadman was badly cut on 
the hand by glass blown from the 
window.

Fir«n
Tho fire

n Savo Ho ma
ras extinguished by
volunteer department

before much damage 
the house.

Several of the firemen sustained 
blight burns.

Mr. Steadman is an employ* at 
the Pacific Electric shops.

Miss Irma Avery 
Is Taken by Death:

Miss Irma Avery, sister of Mor 
ris'and Dallis Avery, all well known- 
In Torrance, passed away at the 
homo of her brother Morris in Im 
perial Valley on Tuesday.

Miss Avery will De buried from 
tho Baptist church at Pasadena 
today, and interment will be made

aden etury. 
ivas the daughteMiss ;

Mrs. Sarah McDonald of Los An 
geles, and cousin of Mrs. W. J.

Special Meeting 
of Women's Club 

Wednesday at 2
Club House Matters Will Be

Decided at Gathering
Tomorrow

Coming Events
Items for This Department 

Must Be at Office by 
5 p. m. on Day Preced 
ing Publication.

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
8 p. in. Meeting Torrance Lodtie 

No. -H7, F. anrt A. M., Masanli- 
temple.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 
Kustern Star dance. Moose lull.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19 
IServlees in all churches.

MONDAY, APRIL 20 
U p. in. Meeting board of city trus-

TUESDAY. APRIL 21 
1:30 p.m. Meeting l.<,urd ' '. di 

rectors. Chamber of tVmim"rce. 
Public Invited.

7:30 p. m. American Legmn Auxil 
iary, homo of Mrs. Turret J.

illK at 2 P. III. WedlieH- 
K|>lncupul parish hall, 

enue, opposite Hi,, hos-
Important

1(1 ClUhllOIIH

i Annie Wbuelu 
irriuicu, utter »' 
ut Dlnubu. Mif

day ilislrict iiie.-linj. It. \\ 
. Sunta Aim.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 

m.--Special meeting Ttiii- 
omen's Club. Kpiscopui i; 
ill.
m Man,ml,' lluilding: ABS.U 
,11 utockholrteir,' martin*,' 
ntc ttmiple.

THURSDAY. APHP 
n Hulaiy Club in,.
Ill Women's Cllll,

iiKi-npul (iulld hull.
FRIDAY, APRIL 24

I., m. IliKli scho.,1 jiluy. .I 
houl auditorium.


